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Capt. Maban’s ¢/ KAfs of Nolson. ™

No book by an American citizen has sver been
weloomed in England with such sagernoss, we
may oven say with snoh enthusiasm, sa the work
on The Influence af Sea Power Upon History, by
Capt. A.T. Manax of the United Statea navy. The
work of which wa speak procured for Ita author
tho degree of D, O, L from Oxford and that of
L. D, from the Englith University of Cam-
bridge. One ean easlly onderstand the fealings
which prompted such recognition, Not only
was the book In itaelf worthy of high eommenda-
tion in respect of resoarch, of thought, and of
stylo, but it appealed with pecullar force to s
eountry whose Influence on  history since
the campalgns of Marlborough has bean
due maluly to ita power upon the ocean,
It Ia not, howover, wholly out of gratitude
to hin English admirers that Capt. Ma-
ban has now glven to the world a now
Life af Nelson (Littls, Brown & Co), but
rather becauss the naval hero, Insuparably
associated with the battles of Cape Bt. Vin-
cent, of the Nile, of Copenbagen, nnd of Tra-
falgar, may bo conaldored the smbodiment of
the nea power of Groat Britain, The author
recognizes in his preface thut the 1ife of Nelson
has been written so eften, from Southey's ven:
ture down to our own times, that an explana-
tion, almoat un apology, koerun due for uny re-
nawal of tho attempt.  Aslds, however, from the
attrmotivenoss of the thome In Itself, Capt,
Maban deomn It esseniinl to the rounding off
of hin own discussion of the Influenco of won
powar that he should present a study, from
hin own point of view, of the one muan
who In himself summed up and  Inear
nated the greatest of the possibillties which
sea power comprehenils; the man for whom
goenlus nnd opportunity worked together to make
him the perronification of the navy of Great
Britnin, which had boen the dominant factor in
the periods troatod In the author’s previous work,

The method followed by the author in this
study has been to make a caroful exminina-
tivn of Nelson's voluminons correspomndence,
analyzing it, In order to dotect the loading fea-
turea of temperament, traita of thought and
motives of action; und thenee to concelve within
himself, by gradunl familiarity even more than
by formil efforl, the chameter therain revonled,
The impression thus produced he bns sought to
convey to others, purtly In the form of ordinary
parrative and partly by such grouplngs of inci
denta and utlerances, not always or even
nearly simultaneous, s may serve, by thele
Joint evidence, to crunhnslze partlieular traits or
particular oplnlons more foreibly thon when
puch teatimony la seattored foar apart, ns It
would be If recounted in a strict order of time.
A llkke mode of treatment has been pursned in
regard to that purely external part of Nelson's
careor in which is cmbraced his milltary
nctlon na well as his public and peivate L,
The same aim is ket in view of showing cleariy
not only whiit ho did, but the principles which
dominated his milltary thought nnd guided his
military nction (bhroughout his life; or it
may be such changes as must Inevitably
ocour In the development of a man who truly
Uves. Agnin, It Is pointed out that thia
cannot be dono eatlafactorily without con-
contrating the evidonce from time to time, and
such concenteation i, therefore, a duty owed by
a writer to Lis readers, If they wish such ac-
quaintanco with his subject ns he thinks he has
sucecedod In acquiring for himself. In the pres-
ent relatively brief notice of two volumes, ench
of which comprises several hundrod pages, we
must conflne ourselves to a glance ut the earlior
fncidents of Nelson's curcer, and then dwell
mainly on his serviees In the battle of Cape St
W¥invent, in tho battle of the Nile, in the battle
of Copenhngen, nni in hig fonl battle nt Trafal-
®ar. At the samao time, we cannol enlirely pasa
over Nelson's relations with Lady Hamilton,
seeing that, as Capt. Mahan reminds us, they
profoundly affected the life of the Admiral.
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It is not to Lo expected that we ahould have of
the first thirty yenrsof Netson'slife any such min-
uterecordsas those which llinstrate the compara-
tively brief but striking perfod of his active fight-
lng career, from 1783 to 1805, when he at oncoe
rose to prominence and established intimato re-
lations with numbers of his contemporaries,
Only a fow ancedotes, more or less charsctor-
istie, have been preserved concerning his boy-
bhood nnd youth., The external detalls of the
unaventful firat thirty years of the life of Hora-
tio Nelsonare rapldly summarizod by the author
of theso volumes, He wus born on Sept. 29,
1788, the fifth son and sixth child of Edmund
Nelson, then rector of the parish of Burnham
Thorpe, in Norfolk, o county which, it will be re-
membered, lies nlong the enstern coast of England
bordering the North Sen, His mother, whuso
pame before morrlage was Catherine Suckling,
was grandnloce to Slr Robert Walpole, the well-
known Prime Minister of Great Britain durlng
twenty years of the reigns of the first two
Goorges. Sir ltobert's second Lrother was
eallod Horatio, and it was from the lutter or his
son that the fuiure hero took his baptismnl
bame, which, in a more common form, was also
that of Hir Robert’'s younger son, the celebrated
writer of letters and momoirs, Horuce Walpale,
Df the sleven children horne by Nelson's mother
enly two lived to grow old, Sbo borself died at
42, and her brother was nlso cut off in the prime
of his life, An the earlier Nelsona wervunusually
long-lived, Capt. Mahan suggests thal o cortaln
delicacy of canstitution may have been transmit.
ted through the Sucklings to the generation
to which the Admiral belonged. He was himsolf
at various perioda through life n great sufferor,
and frequently an invalld. Allusions to illness,
often of n mogl prostrating type, and to hin sus-
ceptibility to the Infuences of climate or
wenther, oceur ropeatedly and at brief intervals
throughout his correspondence. This In con-
sldered by our author a factor in Nelson's career
whicn snouid not he overlooked; for, on the
one band, it explains In part tho fretfulness
which st tlmes appoars; and, on the other,
brings out with incressed force the general
kindly aweotness of hin temper, which breathed,
with slightabatements, through such distressing
econditiona, Tt enhances, at the same time, the
strength of purpose that almost unconscioualy
trod bodily weakness under fool at the cull of
duty or of honor,

We are told that the Immediate occasion of
his golng to soa was as follows: In 1770 the
Falkland Islands, a desolato and then unimpor-
tant group lying in the South Atlantle to the
eastward of Patagonin, wero clalined as o pos-
sesalon by both Spain and Groat Britain, The
lattor had upon them a settlement ealled Port
Edmond, befors which, in the yesr numed, an
overwhelming Spanish sgquadron suddenly ap-
poared and compelled the Hritish ocoupants to
lower their flag. Peromptory demands for rep-
aration were forthwith despatched to Spaln and
s number of English ships of war wore ordered
at onco Into commission, Amoog these was
the Raisonnable of sixty-four guuns, to the
command of which was appointed Nalson's
uncle, Capt. Maurico Suckling, The latter hind
some time beforo promised to provide for one
of his sister's children, the Nelson family
bielng very poor; and the custom of the day per-
mltting naval Captains, as & kind of pstronage,
to teke into the King's service on board their
own ships s cortain number of Inds as midship
man or otherwise, the opportunity of giving a
nephew o sturt in lfo was now in his bands. The
story is that Horatlo, though then but 12 years
old, realized the burden of peounlary eare that
his fathor was carrying and himsolf volunteerea
the wiah that his uncle would take him to sea.
However it happened, the suggestion staggered
Suckling, who was not ignorant of the lad's puny
frame and fragile constitution, * What has poor
little Horatio done,” orled he, ** thut be, bolng so
weak, should be sent to rough ftntsent But jot
him come and, {f & cannon ball takes off his
heoad, he will at loast be provided for."

Thus began Nelson's career at sea. But wecan-
notdwall on the successive steps of his promotion
from service In & West India werchaniman to
Acting Lisutenant io the Channel fleet, Lisuton-
ot In the Lowedtoffo, and to Commander and
Post-Captain, Before, however, wo murk his
personal sppesarance at the age of 22 and 24,
&8 described by the muthor, we should pause to
recall two aneodotes relsting to his childhood,
which, as Capt, Mahan points out, are in entire
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ksoping not merely with particular traits, bub
with the rullng tenor of his life, It seems that
Horatio Nelson and his elder brother were going
to schiool one winter day upon thelr ponles, Find-
ing the enow so desp as to delay them serioualy,
they went back, and the eller reported that
thoy conld not go on. The father replied: *If
that be 8o, T have, of course, nothing to say: but
I wiah you to try sgain, and 1 leave It to your
honor not to turn back unless necessary.” On
the second attempt, the alder boy was more than
onos for returning, but Horatlo stuck IL out, re-
poating continually: * Reimember, 11 was left to
our honor," and the diicull journey was so-
complished. The author reminda us that the
children, {n this lontance, seem Lo have falt that
thare was danger In golng on, Tha olher re

corded ocenrrence showa (n the lad that indif-
ference to personal benefit, ne distinguished
from the sense of plenous achl t,

which was ever a prominent charsoteristic of the
mnan, The master of the wchool had » fine
penr tree, whose frult the boys coveted, but
upon which none dared hazard an attempt. At
Inst Nelson, who did not ahare their desires, un-

dertook the risk, ellmboed Lhe tree by night, and

carried off the pears, bat refused Lo eat any of
them, saying that he had taken them only be-

causo the others were afrald. Capt. Mahan's

comment on these ineldents is that, though they

may secm trivial, they are so roally becausns

thoy belong to the day of small things. To

those accustomed to wateh children they

will not appear unworthy of note. Taken to-
gother, they illustrate as forcibly ns do his
groatost deeda the two forms assumoed st varlous
thines by the one Incentlve which nlways most
powerfully determined Nelson's nctlons through

Hfe, the motive to which nn appeal wan never

made In vain. No materlal considerations,

nelther danger on the one hand nor gain on the

other, over nffected him as did that ideallzed

conception which presented itaoll, now as duty,

now as honor, necording na It bore, for the mo-

ment, upon his relutions to the Btate or to his

own personality, * In my mind's eye,” sald ho

to his friend, Capt. Hordy, who bent over him

s his splelt was parting amid the tumult of

hia Inst vietory, " 1 ever saw o radlant orb sus-

pended which eckoned me onwaril to renown,'

Nolson did not often vorge upon the pootienl in

words, but to the poetry of lofty aspiration his

being alwaya throbbed responsive.

The turning paint In Nelson'a caresr seems to
hnvo been hin transter in 1782 to Hood's fleet in
the harbor of New York., Thoere is, in Capt.
Mahnn's Judgment, a diroct connection of causo
and effirct botween thin transfor and the battle
of Cape St. Vincent in 1707, when Nelson
emerged from merely professional distinction to
national ronown, standing head and shouldera
nbove all competitors. In the four days that fol-
lowed his arrival In New York Nelson took the
tide at the Mood and was borne on to fortune,
Yot, ncconding to our author, in this, as in many
another instantancons and fortunate declsion,
wa should not see the mere casting of a die,
the chance result of an lrretlnctive impnlse.
In Capt. Muahan's opinlon, the determina-
tion to change into Homd's squadron, with
{ta powerful, farreaching effect upon his
future, was In necessary logionl sequence to the
youny officer's wholo habit of thought, and wiab,
and previous preparntion, He was swept into
the current that earried him on to fame by the
frresistible tendency of his own consclous will
and cherlsbod purpose, Opportunity Aitted by;

materially to the aggregata results,someof which
ware mimed by the very reluctance of men of
solid military qualities to deaist from seeking
snemies still valid, In order to onjoy what Nelson
oalls the * parnde of taking possession of beaten
enomies,” Onr author desms It probable that
more Spanish abips might have besn secured
at Cape Ht. Vineent had {t not besn
for the eagernesn of some British vessels
to push on to new combata, Bul, while
fully allowing for the merits of many others,
from the Commanderin-Chief down, he pro-
nouncea it true of 8t. Vinoent, as of most battles,
that there was a partioular momaont on which
success or fallure hinged, and that upon the
sotion then taken depended the chief outcome;
o dealsive moment, in ahort. That moment was
when the enemy attampted, with a fair proapect
of success, to effect the junction which Nelson
folled. As Colllngwood afterward sommed up
the matter: “* The hlghest rewards are due to
you and Culloden. You formed the plan of at-
tack: we ware only nccessories to the Dona' Fuln.
For, isd they got on tho other tack, thay would
have been soon conjolned and the business would
have beon leas complote.”

Nolson's account of the proceodings of hisship,
the Captain, In the battle of Cape St Vincent,
on Fab, 14, 1707, having bean published not long
afierward, apparently by his authority, was
challengnd as Incorrect by Vies-Admiral Wil-
i Parker, commanding the van, whose flag
was on board the third British ship, the Prince
George. Parker elaimed that the Intter, with
the Menheim and the Orlon, had been much
closer 1o the Captain and Culloden than wae im-
plied In Nelson's narrative. Our author conald-
orn Nolson's pecount a almple if somewhat ox-
ultant description of the facta as thoy passod
under his obaervation; execept In tho statement
to which Parker objected, hin nssertions do not,
oven Inferentially, carry an imputation upon any
one else, Nevertheless, while Capt, Mahan con-
codes that the love of glory is among
the most potent and olevating of mill-
tary motives, and that in no breast hns
it burned with a purer flamo than In
that of Nolson, he novertheleas suggests that it
Is better for officers to leave the public telling
of their own exploits to others, and ho deema It
evident that Nelson, when taken to task, real-
2o, uneoinforiably, that ho had not exercined
duo thoughtfulness, Before dropping the sul-
Joot, Capt. Mahan thinka it right to say that
Nelson hnd held from the first that Colling-
wood, Troubridge, and himself wore the only
ones ' who made great exertions on that glorl-
oun dny; the others did thelr duty, and some
not exactly to my satisfaction.” *“SHir John
Jorvis,” he contlnued, “Is not quite con-
tented, but says nothing publiely.” He then
quotes an anecdoto, which, if he had It
from Jervis, confilrma hin own opinlon
about thoe support glven., ' Calder, the Chlet
of Staf, said, 'Sir, the Captain and Cul-
loden are soparated from tho fleet and uneup-
ported; sholl we recall them ' * 1 will not,” said
Jervis, "have them recalled. T put my falth in
those ships: It is n disgrace that they are not
supportod and aro separated.’” In his publle
lotter Jervis refrained alike from pralse
and from blame. He mentioned but one name,
that of Calder, as bearer of despatches, and only
iocldentally sald that he hod been useful to him
nt all times. In a private letter to the First
Lord of the Admiralty he was more explicit, yot
scarcely adequately so. He named Troubridge,
Nelson, and Collingwood, but expressod himaelf
as " confldent that, bad those who were lenst In

he wis ready and grasped It. We are Inded

that nt this polut, when Nelron was 24 years old,

the diligence of his principal blographors has
secured for un n description of the young Cap-
tain’s personul appearance and of the impresaion

produced by his manner upon an Interestod ace

quaintance, who afterward became a warm

friend and admiror, ns wellns n froguent cor-
respondent. The narrator. then Prince Willlam
Henry, afterward King William IV.. gave the
following sccount, apparently at some period
between 1803, when Nelson fell, and 1800, when

the first editlon of Clarko and McArthur's Lifo

appeared: * 1 was thon a midshipman on board

the Harflour [Lord food’s flngahip), Iying in the
Narrows off Staten Island, and had the watch
on deck when Capt. Nelson of the Albemarle
came in his barge alongslde, who appeared to be

the merest boy of & Captain I ever beheld ; and his
dress wus worthy of attention, He bhad on a
full-laced uniform; his lank, unpowdered halr
wwns tiod in o stif Hessian tall of extrasordinary

length; the old-fushloned Anps of his walstcont
added to the genoral quaintness of his flgure
and produced an appearance which particularly
nattracted my notice, for I have nover seen
anythiog Hke {t before, nor could I fm-
agine who he was nor what he camo about.
My doubts were, however, removed when
Lord Hood Introduced me to him. There was
something Irresintivly pleasing in his address
and conversatlon; and an enthusinam when
apeaking on professional subjects that showed
he was no comman belng.” The suthior men-
tions that the Countesa of Minto, In her * Life
of Lord Minto," speaks of Nolson's *“shock
head " at the tlme, twolve years luter (1704),
when he was a frequent visitor at the houseof
Minto, then Hir Gilbert Elliott, and Viceroy of
Corslea: w trivial detall, but confirmntory, so
far, of the ploture drawn by the Prince, The
Intter continued: * Nelson, afier this, went
with us to the West Indiea and served under
Lord Hood's fing durlng his Indefstigable
crulse off Cape Frangoels, 1 found bhim warm-
Iy attached to my father [King George
IIL], and singularly humane. He had the
honor of the King's service nnd the Independonce
of the Britlsh navy partioularly st heart, and
his mind glowed with this ldea an much when he
wis slmply Captaln of the Albemarle and had
obtained nonwvof the honors of his country ns
when he wuk aftorward decorated with so much
well-carned distinetion.” Woshould here repro-
duce another reforenco to Nelson’s extorior at
thin timo, or rather o lHitle earller, which pow-
sosses Lhe Interest of mentfoning axplicitly the
charm of mannor which was one of his best birth
wifts, reflocting, ne It did, the generous and
kindly temper of his heart. We ure toll by his
first biographers, Clarko and MeArthur, that the
pernonal appearanceof Capl. Nelson ut this period
of his life (from the age of 22 to 24), owing to his
delicato health aod diminutive fgure, wos far
from disclosing the greatness of his Intellectunl
pawaers. "'From his earliest years, like Cloomenes,
the hero of Sparta, ho had been enamored of
glory and had possossod o greatness of mind,
Nelson proservoed slso o similar temporance and
simplicity of manner. Nature, as Plutarch fur-
thor remarkns of the noble Spartan, had glven a
spur 1o his mind which rendered him limpetuons
in the pursuit of whatever he deemed honorable,
The domeanoer of this extraordinary young moan
was entirely that of o Dritlsh seaman, When the
enorgien of his mind wero not called forth by
some ohject of duty or professlonnl interest, he
secmed to rotiro within himself and to care but
little for the reflned courtesies of pollshod 1ife,”
We are told, howover, that * in his dress he had
all the cleanliness of an Kogllshman, though his
manner of wearing It gave him an air of negli-
gence, and yot his genoral address and conversa-
tion, when he wished to please, possessed =
charm that was irrealstible.”

We pass to the battlo of Capo St, Vincent,
which firat revealed to his countrymen Nel
son's pre-eininent ability, Cancerning the
Incident which docided the tsauo of this engugo-
wont the comwanding Admiral, S8ir Jobn Jer
vig, reported that *Commodore Nelson, who
was lu the rear on the starboard taok, took the
lead on tho larboard and contributed very much
to the fortune of the day,"” Our suthor's com-
ment is that oo e intelloctual slde, the side of
alklll, this is, In truth, what Nelson did; but that
on the side of valor it Is to be noted that he did
it for the moment single-banded. The Culloden,
the uctual leader, came up shortly, followed
afterward by the Hlenhoim, und the Excollent
woa ordered by Jervise to jwitate Nelson's
movemont and strengtben the operation which
Le bad initisted., It wus the cowcentirs-
tion of theso ships at the polat which
Nelion nelzed, and, for & mwomeot, held wous,
thut declded the day; and it was there that the
fruits of vivlory were chlefly reached, Capt,
Mabin, bowever, would pot have us understand
thut all the honors of the day are to be clalmed
for Nelson, even conjointly with those present
with him st the crucial mowment, Much was

netion heen in the situntion of thoe fortunate
few, thelr conduct would not have bien loss
moritorious.” Another anccdote of Jervis,
however, ahows the Importance which wan
really conceded by him to Nelson's actlon, Itis
charncteristic of one who valued boyond most

@nce, while Howe's languages, if more measured,
was no only becatne [t was more precise In char-
actarizing the special merita of the action, and
was, therefore, soknowledged by Nelson with
particular expresaions of pleasure. Capt. Ma-
han adds that the scar left Ly the wound re-
calved at the battle of the Nlile seoma to have
been tho cause of Nelnon's halr being trained
down upon his forahead during the later years
of his life. Before that it was brushed well off
and up, aa:may be seen in the portralt by Ab-
bott, puiried doring his stay In England, while
recovering from ‘he lons of his arm at Teneriffe,
After h's desth at Trafalgar, a young officer of
the Victary, who hod cut off some locks for those
who wished such a remsmbrance of thelr friend,
speaks of “the halr that used to hang over his
forehead, near the wound that he recelved at the
Liattle of the Nile,"

It is woll known that, at the battle of Oopen-
hagon, Nolson refusod Lo seo the signal of recall.
Capt, Mahan discusses at some length this inel.
dent which, In Ita superficinl aspect, reprosents
Nelson as the mere fghting man, who, like a
plucky dog, could not be dracged off his an-
tagonist. Of Into yoars doubt has been onst over
the reality of Nolson's disobadlence, for Lhe rea-
son that Otway carried a vorbal measage from
Bir Hydo Purker, the Admiral In command, to
the affoct that the order of recall was to be une
derstood as perminsive, leaving Nelson the 1ib-
erty to obey or not. Otway's blography itself,
howaever, as tho author of this book points out,
shows that the signal had bosn holsted be-
fore he renched Nelson's ship. Parker's secre-
tary, Mr. Beolt, lins also stated distinetly that
it wan arringed between the Admirals that,
should it appear that tho ahips which wore
engaged wore muffering too severely, the
slgnal for retreat should be made to
givo Lord Nelson the option of rotiring
if he maw (1L On the other hand, It seems ¢l
to Capt. Mahan that Nelson's own lmprossi
did not ngree with Scott's, Not only did he say
some hours after the fight, * Well, I have fought
contrary to orders, and I shall perhaps be
hunged; never mind, let them,'" but his necount
of the matter to Lord Minto s not conalstent
with any distinet understanding on his part that
he hml perfect liberty of action. Nearly a yonr
Iater, in March, 1802, Minto writes: *' Lord Nol-
son explained to me o little on Saturday lant the
sort of Blamo which had beon Imputed to Sir
Hyde Parker for Copenhagen; In the first place,
for not eotnmnnding tho attack In person, and in
the next place for making signala to recall the
fleot during the actlon; everything would have
beon lost if these signals had been oboyed.” The
author submits that, if Nelson understood that
the signal was to bo construed ns permis-
sive only, It was exiremely ungoenerous and
most unlike Nelson to have withheld an ex-
planation which extenuated, if it did not exousn,
one of the most dangerous and l-judged orders
that ever wan vonveyed by flug. It is further
pronounced improbable that Parker, had the
understanding been explicit, would not have n-
ninted with the Admilralty upon the fact when he
was miarting under the general eensure which
had led to talk of an Inguiry. It also seems un-
Likely that Nelson, huving such a contingency in
view, would have fulled to give distinet inatrue-
tions that bis ships shonld not withdraw unless
he repented the nlgnal; nor is It easy to reconelln
the agltation observed In the fleet by Stewart
with a previous arrangement of the kind as-
serted. Our author thinks that whnt Parker
said, If bo sald anything, was probably one of
those by-remarks with which an apprehensive
man consolea himsolf that he reserves o chinnece
to change his mind. Such provislon rarely on-
tered Nelson's Liemd when embarking upon an
enterprise In which “do or dle” was the only
order for suceess, The man who went into the
Copenhngen light with un eve upon withdrawing

tralts In an officer the willl to re-
eponsibility. *The test of & man's cour-
age,” Jervis used to wmay, *'is responsi-
bility." In the evening following the battle,
while talking over the events of theday, Calder,
it roems, spoke of Nelson's wearing oot of the
line as an ubauthorized departure from the
methad of attack prescribed by the Admiral,
“It certainly waa so0," replled Jervis, “and if
ever you commit such a breach of your orders I
will forglve you also.” SBuccess covers many
faults, yet, in Capt. Mahan's oplnion, it is difm-
cult to belleve that, even had Nelson been over-
whelmed in the execution of his unanthorized
manaruvre al Cape 8t Vincent, the soundness
of his judgment and his resolution would not
equully huve had the applause of a man who
had Just fought twenty-seven ships with fAifteen,
boranso ' a victory waa essential to England at
that moment.” The author of this book submits
that the justification of departure from orders
liea not in success, but In the conditionsof the
cane; and Jervis was nol one to overlook thess,
nor, theraafter, to farget that only one man In his
floet had both seen the thing to doand dared the
responsibllity of doing It.
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For his part In the batile of Cape Bt. Vincent
Nelson had been simply made a Knightof the
Hath. His next opportunity for distinetion was
lo come at the battlo of the Nile. This meo-
montous engagomient s discussed by Capt, Ma-
han io great detall, and he doea not besitate to
pronounce It the most nearly complete and the
most declsive ever galned by n British fleot.
Nevertholess, It wan rowardod in the person of
the commanding officer with bonors less than
those bestowed for 8Bt. Vincent snd Camper-
down. Nelson was merely advanced to the low-
oat rank of the peernge, as Baron Nelson of the
Nilo. *In congratulating your Lordahip on this
high distinction,” wrote the First Lord of Lhe
Admirsity, "1 have particular pleasure in
remorking that it is the highest honor that has
ever boen conferred upon an ofMcer of your stand-
ing in the service, and who was not acommander
In-chief ; and the addition [of the Nilo) to the
title In t more fnlly to mark the oo-
casion on which it Is granted, which, however,
without any such precaution, is certainly of a
nature never to bo forgotten.” To tho sharp
criticlamn made in the House of Commons on the
amaliness of Lhe recognition, the Primes Ministor
replied that Nelson's glory did not depend upon
the rank to which he might be raised in the peer-
age, a truism too palpable and inapplicably for
serious utterance, the question before the Houss
belug not the measure of Nelson's glory, but that
of the national acknowledgment. As Hood
Justly sald: ** All romuneration should be pro-
portionate to the service done to the publie ;"
and, if that proportion cannot always
bo uttalnod absolutely, without exhousting
the powers of the Hiate, (here should, at
loast, bo somo proportion betweon the re-
wards extended to Individuals nod the par
tieular services, Nelson made, we are told, to
the First Lord's lotter a reply that was digni-
fled, and yet mewsured, to s dogree unusual for
him, contrasting singularly with hls voherment
rovlamnntion for others after Copenbagon, With-
oul, however, tho semblance of complnint, he
allowed pluinly to appour between the lines his
own sense that the roward was not proportion-
ate Lo the service done, Whatever, novertho-
less, wus defectivein the formal recognition of
Iis own Governmeat wos abundantly suppiled
by the tributes which flowed from other guur-
tern, so varlous that his own phrase, * the
wholo world,” Isscarcely an exuggeration to
apply to thew, The Cgzar, the Hultan, the kings
of Hurdinia and of the two Slelllcs sont
messuges of congratulation sand rich pres-
enty, Lhe Caar sccompanylog bis with an
autograph  letter.  Tho  houses of Furlia-
ment voted thelr thunks nnd s pension of
£2,000 s yoar, The Hast India Company pe
knowledged the security gained forthelr Indian
posscssions by u gift of 210,000, epe-fifth of
which Nelson, with his wonted gencroalty, di-
vided ot onve amoug bis futher and funily, wost
of whom were not in prosporous clreususlancos,
Oitber corporations took appropriste notive of
tho great cvent, (natonces so far apart as tho
cltles of London und Palevuo and the Islund of
Zunto showling how widespread wus tho senue of
rellef. Nol loast gratifsing to hlm must have
been the numerous letters of congratulation he
received frow friends in and out of the service.
The three great Adwirals, Lord HHowe, Lord
Hood, and Lord 8t Vineent, the leaders of the
navy o rank and distinetion, wrote to bim in
the stropgest terms of admiraiion. The two
last styled the battle of the Nile the

greatest achievoment that bistory could pro-

from the action wonld have been beaten hefors
he began,  In Capt, Maboan's opinion, it (s upon
the elear perception of this truth and his tena-
cloun grip of it that tho vast merit of Nelson In
this Incldent dopends, and not upon the specifie
act of disobedience; although nover was disobe-
dienco more Justified, more impsrative, more
glorlous, To retire with crippled ships and
mangled eroews throngh difienlt channels un-
der the guna of a hall-beaten foe, who would
renew his strength when he saw the movement,
would bave been to court destruction, to convert
probable victory into certain and perhaps over
whelming disnster. It was not, howsver, only
in superiority of Judgment or of fighting quall-
ties thut Nelson In this one act towered like a
ginnt above his ranking ofMeer; It was in
that supreme  moral  charncterlstle  which
enahled him to shut his eyes to the perils
and doubts surrounding the only path by
which he could achleve success nnd suve his
command from a defeat verging on annihilntion.
In the pantomime of putting the glass to his
blind eye, Capt. Mahan sees a profound allegory,
There is, e says, o time to be blind, as well asn
time tosoe. If in it thers was a bit of consclous
drama, it was one of thoss touches that not only
provoke the plaudits of the spectators, bat stir
and rajse thelr hearts, giving them both an
example of herole steadfostness and also the
nesurunce that there s one standing by upon
whom their confidonce can roposo to the bitter
end, nio small thing in the hour of hard and
doubtful battle. It had fts counterpurt in the
rebuke addressod by him on this very occaslon
to o Lisutenant who uttored somo desponding
words on the samo quarterdeck: At such a
moment, the delivery of a desponding opinion
unasked wias highly reprebonaible, nnd desorvod
much more censure than Capt, Foley gave you,"

The suthor bolds that having regard to the
general political condition, nnd especlally to the
gront combination of tho North, at the time di-
recied ogninst Great Britalo, the victory of
Copenhngen was sccond in Importance to none
that Nelson ever gained; while, In the firminess
of the resistance and in tho attendant difcul-
ties to bo overcome, the battle itself was the
maxt oritical of all in which ho wus engaged. So
consplenous were the onergy and sagacity shown
by him that, in the author's opinion, most pro-
fesslonal seamon will echo the words of Admiral
Jurlon de s Gravitre: *'They [Nelson's energy
ond sagncity] will niwnys bo in the eyes of sen-
moen his fafrest title to glory., He alone was
capahle of displaying such boldness and
perseveranos, lHe alone could confront the
Immonse diMeulties of that enterprise and over-
come them.” Notwithstanding this, and not-
withatanding that the valor of the squadron, ns
manifested in fte losses, was neyvor cxcellod, no
modals were over fssued for the battle of Copon-
hagen, nor wero any individual rewards be.
stowed, excopt upon Nelson himself, who was
adyanced in tho peerage to bo a viacount, and
upon his Immoediste socond, Hear Admiral
Graves, who was made o Knlght of tho Path.
The cause for this action—it was not & cnse of
oversight—has nover beon explained; nor did
Nelson conslder the reason for it which the
Prime Minister advanced to him in & private
Interviow at all satisfactory, 1f it was beonuse
a formal stato of woar did not exist betwoen
Gront Britain and Denmark, the obvious roply

of those engaged would be that they
bhud  bazarded thelr lives nand wonm &n
oxcoptionally  hard-fought fight In  obedl-

enoo to tho orders of thelr Government. If,
on the other hand, the Ministry felt the dif-
fieulty of making an invidlous distinetion be-
tweon ships engoged and those not enguged, as
betwesn Nebion's detachment and the wain
body under Parker, it can only bo sald that this
was shirking the duty of o Government to re-
ward the deserving for fear lest those who had
been loss furtunute should ory out, The provis
ous Adminlsiration hud not hesltated Lo draw a
line butwuen those engaged and those not en-
guged ab the battle of the Nile, even though so
greal an oftlcer as Troubrldge was thereby left
on Lthe wrong elde, Lord Bt Vincent (Jervis),
however, had shrunk, it will be remombered,
from distluguishing Nelson even by nsme st the
battle which had won for himself his title.
This suggests to Capt, Maban the speculation
whether the joint preseuce of BL. Vincent and
Troubridge at the Aduniralty may not have been
the cause of the fullure to glve adoquate ofMcial
recoguition to the victory of Copenhagen.
Vi

The last chapter of the second volume ls do
voled to the naval operations which took place
on Oot, 19-21, 1805, and culminsted in the

me‘m; viclry of Trafalgar, Hore we

/

must follow the author's narrative in more de-
tafl. It was on the 196h of October, in ths year
Sust named, that the combined flesta of France
and Epaln put to sea with the fixed purposs of
daring the hagard of battle. They numbersd
thirty-three ahips of the line—elghtoen French
and fifteen Spanish—an” wers accompanisd by
five frigates and two brigs, all of whioh were
French. This great force In it aggrognte was
one. There were mnot two separate en-
tities of & Fremch fleet, and a Bpanish
flest noting In  concert, na I8 often
the case In alllancss. Whatever were the
administrative arrangementa, for eruising and
for battles. Tho veassls of the two nations were
blended in & single mass, at the head of which
waa the Frenoh Adintral, just asthe general
direction of the nnval campalgn was In the hands
of the French Emperor alons, The commander
inchlef was Vice-Admiral WVill v e,the

employed  sotively in  destroying them,
and were not to be diverted from that
alm In order to save elther ships or men. An
nihilation, ho repeatod. =was bis aim, and noth-
Ing ahort of it, and ho donbtless regrotiad the
absence of alx ships of the line which had been
deapatched to the Mediterransan on convoy ser-
vieo, Nolson availed himsolf of Blackwood's
proannce to have him, together with Hardy, wit-
ness his wlgnature to & paper In which ho be-
queathod Lady Hamilton and the child Horatla
to the carse of the natlon, and which, consequint-
Iy, has been styled a codicdl to hin will, The
place and hour of tho writing are fixed by the
words, “In sight of the combinod flecta of
France and Spain, distant about ten milea
In this codleil Nelson first recounted,
briefly but spocifically, “the eminent sery-
{ces of Emma Hamilton" to the State on two oo-

I a8 belleved by himself to have booh ren-

same that Nelson had pursued Lo the Waest
Indies snd back to Europe. The commander of
the Spaniah contingent, Vice-Admiral Gravina,
was lesa hin ocolloague than his subordinata,
There were also fiying in the combined
flost the flugs of four junlor Admirals, two
French and two Spanish, and the broad
pennants of mseveral Commodores, In the
allled fores there were four threo-dsoked ahips
of from 100 to 130 guna, all Bpaniah, of which
one, the Bantissima Trinldad, was the largest
vousel then afloat.  Among Nelson's twenty-
soven there were seven three-deckers of 98 to
100 guns, but, In the lower rates, the British
wero at s dissdvantage, having but one 80-gun
ship and three sixty-fours, whereas the alllcs
hnd six of the former and only ona of the Intter.
All the other veasols of the lins of battle wers
sovonty-fours, the normal medium type, upon
which the experience of most navles of that day
had fixed as best fitted for the general purposss
of fleot warfare,

The movemeont of theallleanoticed on Oot. 10th
wan communicated to Nelson at half-past nino
In the morning, According to his announced
plan, to eut the enemy off from the Mediter-
ranean, ho at onoe made slgnals for a general
chnse to the moutheast, and the British float
moved off n that direction with a lght south-
erly wind. At noon, Nelson sat down in his
eabin to bogin his last letter to the possessor
of hin heart, Lady HMawllton. The words
then written ho signed as though conscious
that no opportunity to continue might offer;
the followiny day, however, ho added a few
lines In which the dominant note was fear
that the enemy might again elude him by re-
turning Into port; an apprehension that expelled
the previous huunting sense of finality. There
he laid down the pen, nover again to address hor
direotly. The letter thus abruptly closed by
doath was found open and unslgned wpon his
desk after the battle: "My dearest beloved
Emma, the dear friend of my bosom: Tho signnl
hus beon made that the enemy’s combined floet
are coming out of port. We have very little
wind, so that Ibave no hope of seeing them be-
fare to-morrow, May the God of battles crown
my endeavors with succons; nt all events, T will
take care that my name shnll ever be most dear
to you and Horatla, Loth of whom I love na much
as my own life. And, as my last writing before
the battle will be to you, so I hope i1 God that T
shall live to finish my letter aftor the battle.
Muay heaven bless you, prays your Nelson and
Bronte." He wrote the same day to his daughtor
by Lady Hamilton, addressing the lotter to Miss
Horatls Nelson Thompson, by which name ahe
had hitherto been known, In thecodicil to his
will, #lgned on the morning of the 21nt, & fow
hours befare the battle, he called her, as we shall
soc, hin adopted daughter, and desirad that she
would, in future, use the nnme of Nelson only.
The letter ran thus: My Dearcst Angel: I was
mudohappy by the ploasure of recelving your let~
terof Sept. 19, and I rojolce to hear that you are
so very good & girland love my dear Lady Hamil-
ton, who most doarly loves you, Give her o kiss
for me. The combined fleets of tho onemy nre
now repoerted to be coming out of Cadiz; there-
fore 1 answer your lotter, my dearest Horatia,
to mark to you that you are ever uppermost in
my thoughts. 1shall be sure of your prayers
for my eafety, conquest, and speedy roturn to
dear Merton and our dearest good Lady Hamil-
ton. Be o good girl; mind what Miss Connor
says to you, Recelve, my dearest Horatla, the
affectionnte parental bleasiug of Your father,
Nrelson and Bronte,"

Thoemnin bodies of the contending fleets did
not conie in sight of each other during the 20th,
and [t was not untll the morning of the 21st
thst the British fleet was descried hending to
tho northward and that of tho allies to the
southward, the latter boing ton or twelve miles
enst of thelr opponent. In the far distance Capo
Trafalgnr, from which the battle takes its name,
was just visible ogalnst the eastorn skies. At
twonty minutes before 7 Nelson made in quick
succession the signil to " Form the order of
sndling,” which, by his previous Instructions,
was to be the order of battle, and to * Propare
for battle." Ten minutes Inter followad the
commnnd to “Bear up," Nelson's ahip, the
Victory, seiting the example by at once
altering her course for the enemy, Colling-
wood did the same, and the ships of tho
two divisions foll Into the wake of their
lendors as  best they could, for the light
wind ufforded neither the means nor the time
for rofl tain uvring, Fourteen ships
tollowed thv Royal Soversign, which bore Col-
lingwood's fug, while the remaining twelve
gathivrod in Nelson's divislon behind the Vie-
tory. Tho two columns steered east, about a
mile apart, that of Nelson belng to the north-
ward, from which ciroumstance, the wind being
west-northwest, It has beon called, conumonly,
tho weathor line.  When the devolopment of the
British movement was recognizid by Ville-
nenve, ho suw that fighting was inevitable, and,
wishing to kesp Cadlz, then twenty miles to the
northward and eastward, undor his lee, ho or-
dored the combined fleota to woar together, The
scanty wind, which embarrassod the British, lm-
poted this munauvre alro, so that it was not
completod U1l near 10 o'clock, Nelson, howevar,
noted its beginning at 7, and with grave
concorn, for mot only would it put the
allles  nearer thelr port, as it was {n-
tendod to do, but It would cause vesscls
erippled in tho action tofind to losward of them,
during the gale which he foresaw, thedangerous
shoals off Trifalgur, lnstead of the open refuge
of the Straits. The wappreclution of the peril
thus entalled led bim to make & slgnal for all tho
shipa to bo prepared to anchor after the battle,
for it was not to be hoped that the spars of many
of them would be In a condition to boar sall,
Tho reault of the movement of the allles was Lo
invert their order. Thelr ahips, which had been
stoering south, now all headed north, The van
bocamo the rear; Gravinn, who hag beon lending
the colymn, was In the rear ship, and it was upon
this renr,but still tho southern fank of the hostile
urray, that the woight of Collingwood's attack
was to fall, whereas Nelson was Lo strile the Bu.
vontaure, Villaneuve's Nagahip, a little north of
tho middle of the allied columns,
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We are (0ld that, soon after daylight on the
21st, Nelson, who, according 1o his custoim, was
alresdy up and drossed, hwl gone on deck, He
wore, us usunl, bis Admiral’s (rock cost, on the
left breast of which were fixe | the stars of four
different orderd. It was noticed that by did not
woar his sword at Trafalgar, although 1t lay
ready for him on tho cabin table; It s supposed
be forgot to call for it, as this s the anly in-
stanes in which bho was kuown unot Lo carry it
when engaged, At nbout 6 o'clock lhe aum.
moned Capt. Blaokwood on board the Victory to
give him final and precise instructlons for the
conduct of Lthe frigates during und after the bat-
tle, Biackwood found him in good but very
calm spirits, preoceupiod with the moyement of
the allies and the probable results of hisown plan
of attack, He frequently askod, * What would
you consider a victory 1" Blackwood answaered:
"Consldorlog the bundsomo way Iu which the
baitle Is offerod by tho enewy, their apparent
dotermination for s fuir trinl of strength and the
proximity of the land, T think, if fourtesn ships
are caplured, it will bo & glorious resull.” Nel.
son's conatunl reply was that bo would not ba
satisflod with anything short of twenty, He ud-
mitted, however, that the noarncss of the land
might make it difficult to prescrve the pricss,
and he was emphatic In directing thay, if the
shutiered encmios had any chauce of nl,um-J

log b Cadis, the fIrigales wore W be
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dered. Into the actunlity of thess services
Capt. Mahan does not deem It nocdful to Inquire.
Ho thinks [t sufMolent to say that Nelson's
knowledge of thum could not have baen galned
at first hand, and that the oredence Lo uonques-
tionably gave to them must hive depended npon
the ovidence of others, probably of Lady Hamil-
ton herself, in whom he felt and always express-
ed the most unbounded vonfldence. *Could I
have rewarded these services,” the pa-

or oconcludes, "I would mnot now eall
upon my country. But, as that has
not beon In my power, I leave Emmn, Lady
Hamilton, a Jognoy to my King and country,
that they will give her an ample position to
muintaln her rank in life. Inlso loave to the
beneflcence of my country my ndopted daugh.
ter, Horatin Nelson Thompeon, and T desire she
will use in future tho name of Nelson only,
Thess are the only favors I ask of my King and
country nt this moment whon I am golng to
fAght thelr battle, May God bless my King and
country and all those whom I hold dear. My
relations it Is needlesa to mentlon; they will, of
courte, be amply provided for,"

The Vietory did not come under flre until
12:30 o'clock; toward 11 Nelson went bolow to
tho cabin. Bhortly afterward the algnal lien.
tenant, who had been by his aide all the morning,
followed him, partly to make an oMcial report,
pirtly to prefer a personal request. Entering
the cabin, he paused at the threshold, for Nelson
wan on his knees, writing. The words, the last
that he ever penned, woro writton inthe private
diary which he babitually kept, and in which
wore noted obscrvations and reflections upon
passlng occurr Ingled with fonal
self-communings. Theso followed on without
break of apace or paragraph upon the last
ineldent recorded, and they ran thus: *May
the great God whom I worship grant to my
conntry, and for the benefit of Europo In gen-
ernl, a groat and glorloun victory, and may no
wilkconduet {n any one tarnish it, and may
humanity after a victory bo the predominant
feature in the British fleot. For myaelf, individ-
ually, T commit my life to Him who made me,
and may His blessing light upon my endeavors
for serving my country faithfully. To Him I
reslgn myself and the just cause which itisin-
trusted to me to defend. Amen. Ameon. Amen,'"

Golng on deck, Nelson safd to Illackwood, wha
was atlll awalting his final instructions, “ T will
pow mmuse the fleot with a signal” After
musing awhile, he sald: ** Bupposo we telegraph,
‘ Nelson confides that every man will do his
duty.'" The officer to whom the remark waa
made suggested ** England” instead of *Nel-
son.” Capt. Mahan says that, to the fleet, it
could have made no difference, To them the
two names meant the samo thing; but Nelson
acceptod the change with dellght, ** Mr,
Pasco,” he called to the signal ofcer, * I
wish to say to the fleet, * England confldes
that every man will do his duty'"
Ho added, * You must ba quick, for I have
one more signal to make, which s for close sc-
tion." Pasco answered, "' If your Lordship will
pormit me to substitute ‘expecta’ for *confides’
it will be sooner completed. Becauso *expecta’
fs in the voeabulary and ‘confides’ must be
spelt.” Nelson, apparently satisfled, replied
hastily, “ That will do, Pasco; make it directly,"
But Capt. Muhan points out that the slightly
mandatory * expocts” {s less repressntative of
the suthor of the renowned sentence than the
cordinl and sympathetic * confides."

It s woll known that Nelson sns mortally
wounded by m sharpshooter on the French ship
Redoubtable nbout twenty-five minutes past 1,
Fifteen minutes after the Victory and Redoubt-
able camo together, as Nelson and Hardy were
walking forward and had nearly reached the
usual place of turning, Nelson, who was on
Hardy's left, suddenly faced about. Hardy,
after taking a step further, turnod also and saw
the Admiral in the act of falling on his knees
with his left hand tonehing the deck; then, the
arm glving way, he fell on his left slde. To
Hardy's cxclmmntion that be hoped he was
not badly hurt, he replied: “They have done
for mo at last," and when the expression of
hope was repeated he sald again: * Yes, my
backbone Is shot throngh." * I felt it break my
back," ho told the surgeon a few minutes later,
The ball hnd struck him on the left shoulder, on
the forward part of the epaulette, plerclug the
lung, whero it severed n large artery, and then
passed through the spine from left to right,
lodging finally in the muscles of the back.
Although there was more than one mortal in-
Jury, the Immediate and merciful cause of his
apeedy death was the internal bleeding from the
artory. Tho stricken hero was at once cirried
below, bho himsolf covering his fuce and the
decorations of his coat with his hand-
kerchief, that the alght of their loas
might not affect the ship's company at
this critical instant. The cockpit was already
cumbered with the wounded and dying, but, the
bandkerchief falling from his face, the surgeon
recognized him and came at once to him,
“You can do nothing for me, Beatty,” he
safd, "I have but n short time to lve'
A short examination convinced ths pur
geon that thore was, indeed, no hopo. * Doctor,
1 am gone,” ho said to the Rev, Mr, Seott, the
chaplain, who knelt beaide him, nnd then added
ina low volee, “1 have to leave Lady Hamil-
ton and my ndopted daughter, Horatia, as the
legney to my country."” Hnardy, the Captaln
of tho Vietory, who had been with Nelson
since the day of St. Vincent, hurrled to the
cockplt as soon as he was at liberty to quit
the deck. * Well, Hardy," sald Nelson, "how
goon the battle? How goes the day with uas '
“Vory well, my Lord." replied Hardy, *We have
gob twelve or fourteen of the enemy’s ships In
our possession.” The exact number proved to
bo elghteen. * That in well," sald Nelson, * but,*
he added, “T bargained for twenty, 1hope,” he
vontinued, *'nous of our ships have struck,
Hardy.," "“No, my Lord,” was the unswer,
*thore {8 no fear of that,” Nelsou then sald, 1
am o dead man, Hardy, Iam going fast; 1t will
bo nll over with me soon, Come nearer Lo ma,
Pray let my dear Lady Hamilton have my halr
and nll athor things belonging to me.”  An hour
Iater,when Hardy returnod to the cockpit, Nelson
sadd, “Don't throw mo overbonrd ; you know what
todo,” Hardy having given assurance that his
wishea should be attonded 1o, Nelson then sald;
“Take care of my dear Lady Hamilton, Hardy;
take care of poor Lady Hamilton, Klas me,
Hardy." The Captain knelt down and kissed his
checks, “Now 1 am satisfled, Thank God, 1
buveo done my duty.” These last words ho re.
peatod at intervale os long us the power of
spoech remnined, To quote the rugged words of
the Victors's log: *Partial firing continued
until 4:30, when, n viotory having beon reportad
to the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Nelson
K. B, he dled of hls wound,” !

Vi

The concluding parigraph of this noble blog-
raphy runs aa follows: *“There, at Tratalgur,
surrounded by the companions of his trlulupt;
and by tho trophies of his prowess, we lonve our
hero with his glory. Bharer of our mortal weak-
neasus, he has bequeathed to us s type of ningle-
minded self-<levotion that can never perigh. Aw
his funeral suthem procinimod, while u nation
mourned, bis body s buriod in peace, but his
name lyoth forevermore, Wiars may cehae, but
tho neod for herolsm shall not dopart from the
earth while man remsing man and evil
oxlsts Lo bo redressod. Whoerover dunger has
Ao be faced, or duty to be done at cost,
o seolf, wen will draw lnspiration from the
pame and deeds of Nelson. Happy," continues
the author, *happy he who Uves hlnhhlnhlij
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task. The words ‘T have done my duty * sealsd
the closed book of Nelson's story with a truth
broader and deoper than he himmolf could sy
pect. Hin duty was done, and Ita froit perfected,
Other men have died in the hour of victory,
but for no other has viclory so singulne
and so signal graced the fulflment and end.
ing of o groat lfe's work., *Finis ecoronne
opun’ hng of no man been more true than
of Nelson., There wore, indoed, consegue: sy
momentous and stupendons yot to fow from
tha docisive supremacy of Gront Britain's soy
power, tho eatablishment of which, beyond w|)
guostion or competition, was Nolson's groag
achiovement; but hin part was done when Tea.
falignr wan fought. The colncidence of his doath
with the moment of comploted succosn has Im.
preased npon that supord battle a atamp of final-
ity, an immortality of fame which aven Its own
grandour scarcoly could have nasurod. Ho nensd.
od, and ho left, no succensor. To une ngain 54
Vincent's words, * Theree In but one Nelson,'
Lot un recur now, for o momant, 1o Lthe begln-
ning of the first chapter of the first volume,
which Is an worthy of belng reproduced ams the
admirable paragraph just quoted. " Tt 1" t)ing
the narrative opons, ** the appointed lot of some
of history's chonen fow to come upon the sceng
at the moment whon n great tendency I8 nene.
Ing ita erisis and colmination. Bpecially gifteg
with qualities neoded to realize the fulness
of ita possibilities, they so Identify themaclves
with it by thelr deeds that they thencoforth
personify to the world the movoment whinh
brought them forth, and of which thelr own
achlevements arentonce the climax and Lhe moss
dazeling llnstration. Fewer still, but happloss
ofall, vilewed from the standpolint of fumo, are
thoss whose departure s as woll timed an theip
appearance, who do not survive tho Instant of
porfected success, who do not linger on, subjected
to tho searching tests of common life, but pase
from our ken In a bluze of glory which thencs
forth forever enclreles their name. In thay
evening light break away and vanish the ome
fnoun clondn wherewith human fraflties or ty.
rant passlons had threatened to darken thele
renown; and thelr sun goes down with a lusire
which the lapse of time Is powerlesa to dim,
Bueh," Capt. Mahan points out, “ was the priv.
llege of the stainleas Wolfe; such, beyond all
others, waa that of Nelson. Rarely has a man
been moro favored In the hour of his sppeas
ance; nover one so fortunate in the momaent of
his death.” M. W, H

THE KING OF SWEDEN'S BOOK,

A Historieal R His Grand-
mother, ths Wifs of Hornadatte,

The King of Bweden has written a book, bu
his loyal subjects don’t mind it so much as they
might be expected to, booause he had written
other books before, and they were In a measure
prepared for eccontricities of this nature. Hee
sidea, the situntion lsn't half so bad as it mighy
be, for the other books were pootry, while the
prosent volume ia prose, and a historieal novel
at that, Although belonging to a sleop-inviting
order of literature, it {8 a monument toa the ro-
mantlo and poetical tendencles of the royal au-
thor, being about his grandmother,

That grandmother, as every one knows, was
the Déalrée Clary who was belrothed to bup
didn't marry Napoleon Bonaparte, and dld
mnrry Hernadotte, one of Napoleon's Marshals,
who afterward beeame King of Sweden, Swedon
is not & Hitle proud of having had for Queon &
woman who is reputed to bhave turned up hoer
nose ot the future Emperor of Frunce, who
really subdued him who was destined to con-
quer Europe. So a great doal s written nhous
her there, much of it with the {des of demon-
strating thut current history Is all wrong abous
her in detalls which may seem highly unimpor-
tant to the rest of the world, but are held to be
highly lmportant there, About ten years ago,
when the flood of Napoleonle literature first bee
gan to be let loose upon & helpless world, the Court
Chamberlain—you see, it's the fashion to be liter
ary nt the Swedlsh court—brought out o book
about her in which he backod up everything he
said about her by the most respectahle and une
Impenachable of documents. The book did ned
have the success outside of Sweden that the ine
habltanta thought it was entitled to. So the
heavy historical style of the Court Chamberlain
having failed, King Oscar 1L determined to

wage upthe world with his own siry poetical
fﬁg.u'ios.p That is the history of the Book.

Tl fucts stated are all warranted. There are
reserved in Swoden an immense number of
ocumients relating to Bernadotie, his wife, and
thelr times, and Kiog Oscar had free nocess to
thew all. Some of 1hie letters amil papera quoted
and referred (o in his k have never been
published before, The book is & blography of
lsfrundmnlher in the form of n novel {t in
held to throw new light on the relations of Ber-
nidotte and Nupoleon, and hn]‘-n to explain how
the former wus able 1o defy the latter withous
coming 1o Erlet or meeling the fate of most of
the French leaders who o}xpuasd Napoleon's
rojects actively, In addition to having his
ocuments, M“f Oscar wis able to give personsl
reminiscences of his grandmother. This is the
way he repests her necount of her betrothal
with Napoleon, Joseph Honaparte, who afters
ward marrcied hor sistor Julle: Napoleon, Jull
and she wore all together one day. “‘h’ho th
were chatting, Napoleon sald:

*“The only f \m.i-r murringes are where the

= ]

husband and the wife are complemen . You,
Jogeph, are accommodating, ns s Déaf while
Julle and I wust have our own wuy. You de

as for Dé-

waoll, therefore, to marry Julio, while
airte, she shall be muy w{fu."
Then ho took her upon his knee and they we
trothwl. They were not to be married untl
fho was 18, Napoleon went to Paris and in 1793
Désirée broke her engagemont use ho wes
paying court to a rich helress, Mlle, Montausier,
who was 17 and had fine eyes and o dowry of
L2000 frances, Dénirdo ncted with great re-
luctunce, und wrote to Napoleon that he b
renderod hor unhappy for 1fe. Her jettors affo
ovhilenve that she never entirely forgot her firse
ove, and her Jnalnunf and dh{lko of Josophine
hroke out ncuaniunn!r{r after a lapse of fifty
enrs. Aftor hor mar to Bernadotte, Napo-
eon showed Lis frieadly foelings toward her and
she remained intimate with the Bonaparte fam-
ily, sudd, necording 1o King Oscar, was able nop
nnfy o protect her husband from Napoleon's re-
sentment, but ulso 1o ald in his advancement.
Thero Is one obscure point in Mme, Herna-
dotte's blstory which the King does not aeo fis
1o clear up, supposing him to have been able te
doso, That {8 why sho left her hushand and
#on in Swoden wnd returned to Purls alone,
This separation lasted twelve years, during
which period she lived in Parls under the name
of the Countess of Gothland, Whatever the
ronson, ler correspondence relating to this
seriod hns been destroyed. Her presence in
‘urin cousod endless gossip and conjecture,
ho ovil-tongued Barrus sald that affairs of the
henrt detained her there, The Duo de Hichelieq
mald of Ler: “She Is a BSwedish Y,
whom  hor august husband has  set fo
watch me, Just as he did  under the
lm,rurlni Governmont, when he used his Hitle
wite to good sdvantage in his personal intrl ues,
while tho Honapartes on their stde were 1inke
D Lhint she was the nstrument of their fumily,”
Neverthelews she remained In France for l]"-
yonrs after her husbund hud been crowned King
of Bwoden, and after rejoining him she lived in
lptulmm biappiness wi him for twenty yoars
‘I::.:I.H llalaalunlhln 1544, Bhe herself did not die

ARBITRATION AND WAR,
Brief Nlut Not U

ting WM
Hla Soldior.

“You know I can't got over the fact,” said
the old soliller, ** that thore's u heap more heroes
in the world than there wis, all duo to the eivil
war. And you can't tall whero you're going fo
meot'om. The wan you buy u lond pencil of (o
the statlonery mtore muy bave sorved, and so
may the man you buy sour clothes of In the
clothing store, Just ns likely us not the moan
that brings your milk in the morping, coming
along varly through the quiet strects, wny hayve
boen nt Gottyshurig; und the mon that twista the
kripwheel of the cablo car you ride down Hronds
wiay In sy bivve murchieduver nurrow corduroy
roads, through oMy forcats, with o gun over Lis
shonldoer and s knapsiek on lils bk,

“You soe, you con't tell, The wen In the
I:ulp!t winy hisve been in it and w0 may the man
hat sweops the stroets,  You can't tefl ahout 115
the fellers don’t stand around and holler abo s
it; but thoy're heroos just the kenie: the snlt of
the curth on this continent; wnd (ho world s
better for ‘vm, w b They wre self-relinnt
nnd self-rospocting eltizeng, who help to Keep the
country wweel.  And tholr childean neo proud of

by the

thou,  How proud! And they grow up all the
stpongor, i bl tor citheenm foy I?air Iberitaney,
SULL L belleve In arbdteation—on principleg

and T teel bound 1o way that | believe bt i
I.-nu'nm-. tou, Wartsa frighitful wiastg of b
o nmd of matorind, et uow, w1 nover
coull, soo 1hy sense of dost roy T things; wonl T
think the must (re pundy (oulinly g ol
Ls Laxing poople ontof huuse and bhome (o keop
P great standiog srudes that aep tinally w b
doslroyed,

“Aud st Tean't keop thinking thut a war
Ko ours, whoul s real preinciple, s oot withoud
s compensntionn, It sort of cloam the ol

phere, distributes backbony around

[ yLe) ur-
vivors, o
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